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Maths Thrills

Michael Milford is a young author on a mission to thrill readers and stealthily educate them at the same time.

The 32-year-old academic has written the world’s first maths thriller, a novel that combines key mathematical concepts with popular fiction.

Dr Milford launched A Question of Will last week on Kickstarter, an online crowd funding platform that enables members of the public to fund entrepreneurial projects. The project has already reached half of its funding goal.

“I’ve chosen Kickstarter to try and get as many people involved in the project as possible,” said Dr Milford. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]“If we can get more people to support the campaign, the book will have a greater educational impact.”

No stranger to publishing, Dr Milford has been writing educational textbooks for high school students in Maths, Physics and English since he was 18.

Since then his books have gone on to sell more than 6000 copies around Australia and the world.

Dr Milford is passionate about increasing the mathematical literacy of current and future generations.

“It’s extremely frustrating seeing cunning politicians and advertisers deceive people by exploiting their lack of understanding of basic maths topics like statistics and probability,” Dr Milford said.

“My aim with this book is to increase the level of maths understanding in society, so the public can make informed decisions about the big issues we face today.”

Teachers have long tried to connect maths to real life to increase student interest. But Dr Milford says he has a different approach.

“Many well-meaning attempts to illustrate maths in real-world situations fail because real-world situations are usually boring,” Dr Milford said.

“A Question of Will is filled with the most outrageous, extreme situations you can imagine, like base jumping to escape a nuclear blast. Maths plays a critical role in determining whether the character escapes, goes splat or gets cooked.”

Maths has also played a key role in Dr Milford’s career. He is an accomplished academic at the Queensland University of Technology where he teaches engineering students and conducts research in Robotics and Computational Neuroscience.

He hopes to write an entire series of books and make them into blockbuster movies.

“Books like The Da Vinci Code popularised religious conspiracies,” Dr Milford said. 

“But most of the millions of readers who picked up The Da Vinci Code had no specific interest in learning about religious history – they just wanted a captivating story.”

“So I thought to myself, ‘why not do the same for maths?’ And that’s how I wrote this book.”

For now, the former Brisbane Grammar School student is sweating the outcome of the Kickstarter campaign.

“It’s exciting and terrifying at the same time,” Dr Milford said.

“But so was launching my first maths book, and that sold out at Christmas.”

Information: A Question of Will is currently funding on Kickstarter and can be found at this link: https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1740916372/maths-thriller, or by Googling “Maths Thriller Kickstarter”.

Media: for interviews and more information, please contact Michael Milford (telephone 0412 944 682, e-mail michael@completeschool.com.au). 
